
LEONARDO DICAPRIO

lCont.fromSgl is just gonna
be misunderstood."

One thing is clear: He's not
going to retire and chain him-
selfto the gate ofa Bp plant.
There has to be a strategy.

"I had a friend say, 'Well, if
you're really this passionate
about environmentalism, quit
acting,"' he says. "But you soon
realize that one hand shakes
the other, and being an art-
ist gives you a platform." He
pauses and offers his palms
upward. "Not that necessarily
people will take anything that
I say seriously, but it gives you
a voice."

/^ NE AFTERNOON, DI-,I

I I Caprio is heading in
\-/ the Tesia to another
appointment, and he wants
to make somethingvery clear.

"This is not my life," says Di-
Caprio, dressed in the same
outfit as the day before to
maintain continuity in the
shooting. He stares intently at
me. "I'm not followed around
by publicists, security guards,

drivers and all that. That's not
my day-to-day life - it's m1,
professional life."

Talk moves to what he loves
to do most: scuba dive in exot-
ic locations. He's hit Australia,
the Galapagos and multiple
spots in the Caribbean. Even
relying on the oxygen kind-
ness of Edward Norton to sur-
vive hasnt dampened his love.

"It's a hypnotic, unbeliev-
ably beautiful ecosystem that's
below the surface ofthe world
we live in," says Dicapiio, his
face relaxing noticeably. "It's
a complete escape from abso-
lutely everything."

Today is an escape ofa dif-
ferent sort. DiCaprio is stand-
ing on a catwalk outside a
giant glass tank simulating a
hurricane at the University of
Miami. As the waters pound a
model house on a model beach,
he makes a joke: "I spent a Iot
of time in a tank like this for
Titanic." For 45 minutes, a sci-
entist tells DiCaprio about the
shredding Florida will take
during the next hurricane. Di-
Caprio hits the vape pipe dur-
ing a pause and exchanges a
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look with Stevens that sug-
gests, "You try to put a happy
ending on this."

DiCaprio says goodbye to
the crew and says he'll see
them in Paris for the climate-
change conference. He knows
that one ofthe first things con-
servatives will throw at him is
the amount offuel used by the
thousands of attendees.

"There's no way we're not
all hypocrites," says DiCaprio.
"Weve built this. Our entire
society is oil-based. Eveqr=thing
that you see is because offos-
sil fuels. The day there is a sus-
tainable way to travei, I'11 be
first in line."

For DiCaprio, the trip rvas
worth it. After the Paris Agree-
ment was signed, he declared,
"[This] gives us a shot at saring
the planet. There is no time to
waste. This marks the end of
the fossil-fuel era."

But that's a tveek arr'ar'. For
now, he has a fes'hours of
downtime with his art-gallen.
friends. On the n'av dos'n-
town, I mention that his in-
tensity on global s'arming is.
well, intense.

"You noticed that, huh?" he
says. "This has got to be the
Iargest human movement in
history, and it takes every reli-
gron, every country, every indi-
vidual contributing to it."

We arrive at a ritzy gal-
lery that shows no sign of the
coming apocalypse. Security
guards swarm the car. I begin
to say goodbye, but DiCaprio
puts his hand on my arm.
"Don't worry, I'm not jump-
ing out of the car." He contin-
ues on for a couple more min-
utes about a new ally in the
fight. "We finally have a pope
for the first time that is speak-
ing through his encyclical and
has aligned himselfwith mod-
ern science."

Someone knocks on the
window. It's time to go. Di-
Caprio opens the door, and the
likely next winner ofthe Oscar
for Best Actor is immediate-
ly engulfed in handlers. He
turns back and shouts over his
shoulder with a smile, "Nice
talking to you, bro!"

For just a moment, Leo-
nardo DiCaprio looks like akid
without a care in the world. @
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